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About the Tsunami Education
Project (TEP) in Sri Lanka

The Tsunami Education Project
(TEP) was created by Thorsten
Klose (Germany) and Janis Kirpitis
(Latvia) who took part in a Tsunami
Relief Project in Sri Lanka in 2005.
As two grant holders of GLEN
(Global Education Network) they
developed the project concept and
recently submitted it to different
international relief organizations.

Help

’Help from Germany

From March -
September 2006
TEP is funded
by the German
NGO "HELP
from Germany"
and the German
city of Bochum.

The main focus of the project is to
train teachers of secondary schools
in coastal areas about the reasons
of earthquakes and tsunamis. ,We
want to prepare them to be able to
run lessons for their pupils in the
future,” says geographer Thorsten
Klose.

“Our educational project wants to
decrease partly superstitious fear
about the ocean and act against
frightening rumors about new
tsunamis in the near future”, says
Sandra Laskowski, second
geographer of the TEP Team.

"In 2005 we observed many newly
built houses which were empty and
not used by Tsunami affected
families. The affected people still
refuse to live in those houses
because of their location near the
ocean and their fear of it. Our
project faces challenge to reduce
that fear with new knowledge,”
says TEP manager Janis Kirpitis

The TEP started in the Trincomalee
District in March 2006 and will last
till September 2006.

Geography workshop in a school in
Thambiluvil in 2005. T. Klose explaining
the movement of earth plates. Photo by
Janis Kirpitis.
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TEP gets official permissions from Sri Lanka Educat ional Offices

In May 2006 the TEP got the official permission from the Southern Provincial
Department of Education to run geography workshops in all schools of the
southern province of Sri Lanka - Galle District, Matara District and
Hambantota District. The permission was also obtained from the Zonal
Education Offices in Ampara and Akkaraipattu (Ampara District) to run
geography workshops at O-level and A-level schools in the Ampara District.

Due to continuous violence TEP stopped work in Trin comalee

Due to the tense political and
military  situation and own
security the TEP temporarily
stopped their project in
Trincomalee District. Due to
continuous violence and
imposed curfew it is not
possible to work in
Trincomalee at the moment.

On April 25", 2006 a suicide
bomber in Colombo carried out
an attack on the Sri Lankan
army chief killing many people.
Following to this event the Sri
Lankan army attacked LTTE
controlled areas around
Trincomalee involving air force
for air strikes.

Because of these recent
events many international
NGOs have stopped their work
in the North-East coastal areas
of Sri Lanka.

TEP will resettle and run its
trainings in the more calm East
coastal areas as well as in
West and South of Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka army soldiers in Thirukkovil. Photo by
Janis Kirpitis.
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Visit of the Ambalangoda Housing Project

Tsunami affected Sri Lankan family just moved in
new apartment since their house was destroyed
on December 26th 2004. Photo by Janis Kirpitis.
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On May 5", 2006 the TEP
Team visited the opening event
of the so called ,Ambalangoda
Housing Project”.

While the city of Bochum
(Germany) is financing 20% of
the Tsunami Education Project
in Sri Lanka, the TEP Team
visited the project area in order
to prepare report for the city
council of Bochum and local
media. This Housing Project in
Sri Lanka is implemented by
the German Federal Agency
for Technical Relief (THW) and
the German NGO Sunil's
Friends.

On April 10", 2006 with regard
to the opening of the housing
project a photo exhibition of J.
Kirpitis and T. Klose about the
Ambalangoda Housing Project
in Sri Lanka was exhibited in
the St. Nicolai Church in the
city of Luneburg (Germany).
Exhibition was developed in
2005 and will remain there till
the beginning of May 2006.
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About TEP Team

Janis Kirpitis (28,
Latvia)

Freelance journalist for
Latvian media making
reportages from  Sri
Lanka. Studied public
relations and political
science. Worked in
public relations and
advertising agencies in
Latvia. Took part in the
GLEN special project
Lrsunami Relief  —
Support and Report” in
2005 in Sri Lanka.
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Thorsten Klose (28,
Germany)

Master of Science in
Geography. Studied at
the Ruhr University in
Bochum. Research for
his master thesis in
cooperation with the
University of Namibia
(UNAM). Worked in
Nambia. Free lancer for
the Namibian Tourism
Board. Took part in the
GLEN special project
Lrsunami Relief  —
Support and Report” in
2005 in Sri Lanka.
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Sandra Laskowski (27,
Germany)

Master of Science in
Geography. Studied at
the Ruhr University in

Bochum. Worked in
England and Dominican
Republic  (educational

project about “Earth &
Water”) and different
companies in Germany
(assistant, back office,
marketing). Main focus
on project management
and developing
countries.

Newsletter made by TEP. All copyrights belong to TEP. Any information,
photos or TEP logo can be republished only with written permission from TEP.
Contact information of TEP in Sri Lanka: E-mail: team@srilankaproject.com;

phone: +94779238088.
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